tist of England, and Fenimore Cooper, his
old-time friend, Dr. John Wakefield Francis
wrote:

" During   a   memorable   excursion   made  to
Albany with [the actor] Dunlap, Mathews, and
Mr. Cooper in the spring of 1823, I found him
abounding in dramatic anecdotes as well as asso-
ciations   the   striking  scenery   of   the   Hudson
brought to mind.     ' The  Spy'  was,  however,
the leading subject of Mathews' conversation.
Cooper unfolded his intention of writing a series
of works illustrative of his country, revolutionary
occurrences, and the red man of the western
world.   Mathews expressed in strong terms the
patriotic benefits of such an undertaking, and
complimented Cooper on the specimen already
furnished in Harvey Birch.   The approbation of
Mathews  could  never be  slightly  appreciated.
There was little of flattery in him at any time.
He was a sort of ' My Lord Lofty/ who valued
himself in pride of opinion.    Such an individual
could not but enlist the feelings of Mr. Cooper.
I hardly know whether I have ever seen Mr.
Cooper manifest as much enthusiasm with any
other person when occasion was felicitous, the
subject of interest, and the comedian in his happy
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